Instructions:
To succeed on this assignment, you need to have an object or item that you can physically examine and not just rely on pictures from the internet to describe it. The item also needs to be a specific item. For instance, were a student to describe a bicycle, it should be their bicycle that they own (including the brand, model, etc.) and not just any bicycle. The item should be sufficiently technical and have a use / function.
You will define and describe the item for an audience that has little to no knowledge of the item. You can imagine this audience has never heard of or seen this or any bicycle (or the topic item you choose). This is important because you want to include every detail you can think of about the item in your description.
You will begin the assignment by completing an audience use and profile sheet as a module activity. The only wrong answer on the audience profile activity would be that the audience is everyone or anyone. Try to specify a potential user of the item. For instance, someone describing a Ninja Blender might envision a potential user of that blender.
Importantly, the technical definition and description is not a sales appeal. The tone in the description should be objective. Simply describe the item using a spatial sequence and address audience concerns you have identified.

Your definition and description should use both:

· Spatial Sequence: This means to describe all sides and aspects of the item. See the module description for spatial sequence.
· Headings: Bold Titles delineating sections or parts of a document. See the module description for headings.
· Images: You may use images and illustrations in this paper. If you use images from the web, cite the image in one of two ways. In the text, name each image as a 'Figure.'  Alert the reader to the image with a signal such as. See Figure 1 for an illustration of...  Bold the Figures... i.e.  Figure 1
· Briefly annotate in italics beneath or near the image on the page as follows
Figure 1 - Source: https://insight.rpxcorp.com/pat/US6669600B2
Or, create a references page with the Figure labels and the web citation.


Technical Description Template    

	Technical Definition and Description Template 
	 Use this template as a guide to create your definition and description. The 'Level 1' in the left column means you should create a level 1 heading for each item in the left column. You can then use level 2 and level 3 headings within each section as needed.

	Level 1 
Audience and Purpose
	(Levels 2 and 3 headings are optional)
Who will read this description and why? 

	Level 1
Definition and Function
	--Use the following questions as Level 2 headings as needed.
What is it?
What does it do?
What is its purpose?
This is a major section of your paper and should be at least (200-300 words). The above three questions are level 2 headings. Describe each question spatially and use level 3 and level 4 headings as the module describes as needed. Outline to create a plan for your headings (an outline is the same concept as headings).
These questions can be combined if too repetitive. 

	Level 1
Overview
	
What does it look like?
This will be the second major section of your paper and should be about (300-400 words) of the word count, or more depending on the item. Describe the item spatially (see module) and use level 2 and level 3 headings as the module describes. Outline to create a plan for your headings (an outline is the same concept as headings)
For instance, most items could be broken into level 2 headings by the top, bottom, and sides. 
Level 3 headings could be used to describe different aspect of level 2.

	Level 1
Components and Explanations
	
What are its parts and materials?
Depending on the item, this section may vary in size. A cookware set or a computer will have more components than a smartphone. Use level 2 and level 3 headings as needed or possible. 
Be thorough and list each separate part of the item. There may be some repetition in this section from the prior. This section should be about 100-200 words).

NOTE: You may combine the overview description section with the components and explanations section under one Level 1 heading if you choose.

	Visuals
	Either work visuals in text or create a Level 1 heading if you have a section for the visuals.
What kind of illustrative graphics will you use? Where?
· Diagrams
· Photographs
· Cut-away views
· Exploded views
Use Visuals liberally throughout the document. Under the image, include the following: Figure 1. Source: weblink. Include references in text to the figures (Figure 1 shows...).  Or, you may include images as an appendix if you do not incorporate them into the page. 


	Level 1
Conclusion
	Do you need to offer any further information? History? Warnings? Context? Costs? etc.
Use a level 1 heading for the conclusion. Consider the reader as you close, and offer warnings and cautions as needed. You may briefly describe one operational cycle in the conclusion if you wish. 
You may use level 2 and 3 headings as needed.

	References
	Any non-visual sources used in the paper should be formatted on an MLA Works Cited page. You are not required to use sources in this paper. 





 
Tip: you can use the 'Home' then 'Styles' function on Microsoft Word to design headings in  your document. Highlight the text on the Word document you wish to make a heading, and then on the 'Home' tab, choose either 'Level 1,' 'Level 2', or 'Level 3' as applicable to create headings on your document. 
In each section (such as Definition and Function), you may have a brief introduction paragraph before the Level 2 headings, and you may include a brief conclusion/transition paragraph before the next Level 1 heading.
 
Format Instructions (See the module step 'Using Headings' for a visual example of this format)
· Place your name in the upper left prior to the text
· Provide a title for the description. Center the title. Increase the font size of the title to 14 point. 
· Use 12-point Times New Roman or Arial Font
· Set the spacing to 1.15" (Default)
· Boldface all headings (or use MS Word Heading Feature)
· Level 1 Headings should appear alone on their own line with a space between the preceding and subsequent text
· The document on the page 'Using Headings' shows one method of formatting level 2 headings. 
· Consider using bullet points, numbers or arrows to set off level 3 headings if you choose to use those
· In either case, use a page design strategy to differentiate level 1, level 2 and level 3 headings.
· Cite photographs and illustrations in text underneath the image as Source: weblink
· Signal the reader to visual information by referring to them as 'Figures'

